
586,334

Total Deaths 
in 2021 

(all causes, all ages)

Certain infectious 
and parasitic 

diseases

5,484
Neoplasms

148,359
Malignant 

Neoplasms 
(Cancer)

106,630

 ...of the trachea, 
bronchus and 

lung

28,190

 ...of the colon, 
rectum and 

anus

15,309
 ...of the 
prostate
10,367

 ...of the 
breast

9,693

Diseases of the 
blood and 

blood-forming 
organs and 

certain disorders 
involving the 

immune 
mechanism

1172

Diabetes 
mellitus       

7,352

Endocrine, 
nutritional and 

metabolic 
diseases

9,827

Mental and 
behavioural disorders

41,087

Dementia

39,755

37,902

Diseases of the 
nervous system

Alzheimer's 
disease            

21,495

Diseases of 
the circulatory 

system

134,405

Ischaemic heart 
diseases 

Cerebrovascular 
diseases      

56,960

29,041

Diseases of the 
respiratory 

system

54,832

Pneumonia and 
in�uenza        

16,246

Cirrhosis 
/ other diseases 

of the liver

10,191

Diseases of 
the digestive 

system

28,517

Diseases of the 
skin and 
subcutaneous 
tissue

2206

Diseases of the musculoskeletal 
system and connective tissue3,672

Diseases of the 
genitourinary 

system

8,619

Pregnancy, 
childbirth 

and the 
puerperium

46

Certain conditions originating 
in the perinatal period

175

1314
Congenital malformations, 
deformations and 
chromosomal abnormalities

External causes 
(injuries, 

poisonings, other)

23,319

Land transport 
accidents   1292

Other
125,200

67,350
COVID-19

MORTALITY STATISTICS 2021
Figures show total number of deaths registered in 
England and Wales in 2021 by underlying cause*

A leading cause of death in the male population (all ages)

A leading cause of death in the female population (all ages)

*Source data: https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/deaths/bulletins/deathsregistrationsummarytables/2021

Chart design credit: The Guardian - https://www.theguardian.com/news/datablog/2012/nov/06/deaths-mortality-rates-cause-death-2011


